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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Since the 1950s, the territory of Nunavik has been the subject of numerous mining 

exploration campaigns, especially in the Labrador and Ungava Troughs. At the end of 

their prospection forays in these regions, many of these companies abandoned on site all 

types of waste materials: drilling equipment, products for geochemical analysis, heavy 

equipment, hydrocarbons, etc. 

Thanks to the pilot project financed by La Fondation EJLB, it has been established 

that 47 of these sites exist within an area of 2500 square kilometers, some of which have 

been found to contain large amounts of waste material or highly toxic concentrated acids. 

By combining appropriate methods, it has been shown that an inventory of these sites can 

be done which will then give a reliable picture of the extent of their threat to the 

environment and to public health. 

In fact, the pilot project has shown that an inventory can be done by using the 

Catalogue des gîtes minéraux du Québec (Avramtchev 1982a, 1982c, 1990a) and the 

Carte des gîtes minéraux du Québec (Avramtchev 1982b, 1982d, 1990b), combined with 

interviews with key informants. The sites of minera! deposits are specified within the 

Catalogue, and the eyewitnesses provide information as to which of these contain 

abandoned equipment, and other sites unmapped or unknown to outsiders. 

In this capacity, the use of remote sensing satellite data had been disappointing so 

far: the medium definition satellites - data from the 10 m. definition satellites SPOT and 

RADARSAT which regularly fly over Nunavik - cannot determine the specific 

geometry of on site material. But now this data could be cross-checked by remote sensing 

images from IKONOS, a high definition (1-4 m.) satellite which was launched last fall. 

As for the characterisation of the sites, the pilot project has shown this can only be 

deterrnined by on site visits, via helicopter. 

Finally, the pilot project has made it possible for the people of the area to break the 

isolation which the region is subject to and to bring on more visibility at the provincial 

and national levels conceming this problem which confronts all residents of Nunavik. As 

of the year 2000, with the help of the research team and with the means which were 

mustered for the pilot project, the people of Nunavik have shown they are willing and 

able to complete the survey and participate in the characterisation of the abandoned sites 

of the entire region. 
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